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Last week I just briefly introduced you to the topic of Spiritual Gifts from I 

Peter 4 as an important aspect of our series on Rediscovering the Church. No 

church can function in a healthy, fruitful manner without believers serving 

God by serving one another in the unique ways God has shaped them. So this 

morning we turn our attention again to spiritual gifts in Romans 12.  

There is a progression of thought here in Romans 12 that is noteworthy. It is 

a progression of thought that should provide for us an ordering of priorities. 

Let me first point out this progression and then we’ll go back and unpack the 

implications of how these priorities relate to each other.  

� Give yourself first to the Lord in transforming worship (vs. 1-2) 

� Give yourself to the maturity of transformed character, especially 

humility (vs 3). 

� Give yourself to one another in service (vs. 4-8) 

 

By the way I can’t help but point out the correlation between the flow of 

thought in Rom 12 and our vision as a church: 

� Give yourself first to the Lord�Loving Jesus with all your heart 

� Give yourself to the maturity of humility�Living the Word 

(renewing your mind) for transformation of  heart (humility) 

� giving yourself to one another in service �Serving People from the 

heart. 

 

Big Idea: In light of all that God has done for us in the gospel (Romans 1-11), 

our response is to live a life of worship,  by honoring God’s purposes in 

humbly serving one another through the use of our gifts.  

Let’s take a closer look at the progression of though in Romans 12:1-8: 

1. Give yourself first to the Lord in transforming worship (vs. 1-2).  

[12:1] 

The main idea behind this verse is that in light of all that God has done for us 

through the gospel (as Paul has detailed in Romans 1-11), we are to consider 

our lives as a living sacrifice to God to in worship. In other words, worship is 

not just what we say or sing to God, but offering our whole life to God.  

Let’s put this right on the street level. Paul says we are to present our bodies. 

Where do you go and what do you do that does not involve your body? You 

can’t get away from it right (even your subjective thoughts are the 

functioning of your mind). So all that we do, everywhere we go, should be 

focused on glorifying God—honoring, treasuring, and making much of God 

in our lives, in our work, in our recreation and entertainment, and in our 

relationships. We are to give ourselves wholeheartedly to God, which 

requires vs. 2.  

[12:2] Paul says we should not be conformed to this world. The idea here is 

that we should not allow the external pressure of the world’s ways and ideas 

to shape our thoughts and lives in a way that distorts/masquerades who we 

truly are in Christ. Rather we are to be transformed (from the inside out) so 

that our outward lives increasingly reflect the change Christ has made within 

us. The word we translate “transformed” here is the same word used to 

describe the transfiguration of Jesus when He outwardly displayed the true 

divine nature He possessed within (Matt 17:2). In a similar way, the outward 

expression of our lives should reflect the life of Christ within us. To put it on 

the street level, don’t let the external environment of the world shape your 

life. Let the inner work and presence of Christ shape who you are on the 

outside.  

How does this happen? By the renewing of your mind (vs. 2). In other words, 

as the truth of God’s word progressively shapes your thinking, so your 

outward life will be transformed to reflect the likeness of Christ. And when 

this happens, your life will demonstrate and prove the worth and benefits of 

living life God’s way. 

Now what does all this have to do with exercising our spiritual gifts? Giving 

the whole of our lives first to the Lord, puts us in the right position to serve 

others with our gifts. When God is on the throne of my life (without rivals), 

He is King and I am His servant, and as His servant, I am in a posture to 



serve others for the sake of His kingdom. But this of course, requires 

humility.  

2. Give yourself to the maturity of transformed character, especially 

humility (vs. 3).  

[vs. 3] If we had to summarize vs. 3 in a single word, it would be humility. 

The idea here is that we should not be self-focused by thinking too highly of 

ourselves.  

� Humility says, “I can’t think too highly of myself because I am an 

undeserving recipient of God’s grace.” 

 

� Humility says, “I can think too lowly of myself because I am a 

favored recipient of God’s grace.” Self pity, which is a sin I have had 

to battle in my life, is actually a form of pride because self pity is 

being absorbed with yourself. In other words, thinking too lowly of 

your self is actually an expression of thinking too highly of yourself, 

whereas humility is grounded in a preoccupation with God, not self.  

 

� Humility says, I must not think to highly or too lowly of my 

brother/sister in Christ, but must always view them in light of God’s 

grace.  

Now why is humility so essential in the exercise of our spiritual gifts? Let me 

give you three reasons:  

� Humility keeps you from the sin of envy or jealousy when you see 

others around you who seem to have greater gifts. Vs. 6 says, “we 

have gifts that differ according to the grace given us” so different 

members of the body will have diverse gifts and diverse capacities to 

exercise those gifts. In the same way… 

 

� Humility will keep you from the sin of pride if others around you 

seem to have “lesser” gifts.  

 

� Humility postures you to glorify God rather than self in the fruitful 

use of your gifts. Our giftedness and any fruit that comes from it is a 

gift of God’s grace. As Paul said just a few verses earlier in Rom 

11:36, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 

To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”  

So giving ourselves first to the Lord puts us in a posture of servant-like 

humility to use our gifts for the benefit of others—for the common good of 

the body (I Cor 12:7).  

3. Give yourself to one another in service… (vs. 4-8).  

  a. …By understanding God’s design for the Body (4-5) 

i. There is one body made up of many members. 

 

Vs. 4&5: “For just as we have many members in one body, and 

all the members do not have the same function, so we who are 

many, are one body in Christ.” 

Paul uses our physical bodies as an illustration of the body of 

Christ. Just as our physical bodies are a unified whole made up of 

many diverse parts, so the church is the body of Christ made up of 

many diverse members.   

ii. Each of the members has a unique function. 

Vs. 4: “all the members do not have the same function.”  

We all have a special role to play in the body of Christ because of 

our God-given uniqueness. All the members are equally important 

yet have different roles to carry out. As Paul taught in 1 Cor 12, the 

foot cannot do the work of the hand nor can the ear do the work of 

the eye. Therefore, all the members are needed and if some of the 

members are unhealthy and don’t function well, then the whole body 

becomes disabled.  

iii. The diverse members find their unity in Christ as their head.  

 

Vs. 5: “we, who are many, are one body in Christ.”  

 



There is a diversity that is good and God-given in the body of Christ, 

and what makes that diversity work is the maturity of each member 

in yielding to Christ as the Head. This is why we must first give 

ourselves to Christ and His supremacy in our life.  

 

iv. The individual members belong to one another.  

 

Vs. 5: “individually members of one another”  

  

It’s one thing for us to say that we belong to Christ, but its more 

difficult for us to recognize that we belong to each another.  

This means that we can’t just stay in our own little worlds. We have 

a responsibility toward one another. There must be a certain level of 

vulnerability with each other if we are going to dispense God’s grace 

to each other in meaningful relationships.  

 

In a family, the children not only belong to the parents; they also 

belong to each other as siblings. They have a unique responsibility 

toward each other because they are one family.  

 

Just as the individual family members belong to one another, so the 

members of the church body have responsibility to love, care for, 

honor, and serve on another.  

   

   b. …By exercising specific gifts according to the grace given (6-8) 

[vs. 6-8] 

In verses 6-8, Paul now lists seven gifts that are needed in a healthy church.  

� Prophecy (6): this gift has to do with proclaiming God’s truth. A 

person with this gift encourages, exhorts, and comforts God’s people 

according to the scriptures.  

 

� Service (7): this is a support gift like the gift of helps in I Cor 12:28. 

Someone with the gift of service is motivated to come along people 

and help meet practical needs. They find satisfaction in helping 

others.  

 

 

� Teaching (7): this is the ability to give instruction in a clear and 

understandable way. How desperately the church needs people with 

spirit-empowered ability and passion to expound, interpret, unfold 

the meaning of God’s word in a clear and understandable way.  

 

� Exhortation (8): this gift is the ability to challenge believers to obey 

and follow God’s truth, to act consistent with God’s will. It may be 

used to admonish or correct those in sin or in a more positive sense 

to encourage, comfort, and strengthen those who are struggling.
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� Giving (8): this is the person who finds joy in meeting needs with 

generosity. If this is your gift, Paul says in vs. 8 you are to give “with 

liberality.” The root meaning of the word “liberality” is simplicity. 

The idea is singlemindedness; give with the singular purpose of 

meeting a need to the glory of God; like the Macedonians in 2 Cor 8 

who, out of the abundance of their joy, gave to the needs of the 

Jerusalem saints beyond their ability with liberality giving no 

thought to themselves. It’s an interesting note that Paul adds there in 

vs. 5 that they “first gave themselves to the Lord.”  

 

� Leadership (8): This gift is the unique ability to establish direction 

and motivate people to accomplish particular goals. The word is also 

translated ruling. This gift causes a person to rise to a place of 

influence for the purpose of helping the body achieve God-given 

goals. Paul says in vs. 8 that if you have the gift of leadership, you 

are to lead with diligence. Leaders need to be able to lead 

themselves, to be self-directed with personal accountability that 

guards against laziness.  

 

� Mercy (8): What a gift to the body are those with the gift of mercy; 

those who have a heart to comfort and offer care to the hurting or 

downtrodden. Whenever any of us find ourselves in the midst of 

                                                           
1
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suffering, we want someone with the gift of mercy to walk alongside 

us. Paul concludes vs. 8 by saying, if you have the gift of mercy, care 

for others with cheerfulness. In other words, don’t grow weary in 

bearing the burdens of others, but go to them with the renewed joy 

and hope of Christ. Bring light into their darkness.  

Now just stop for a minute and consider the impact these 7 gifts alone would 

have on a local church—our church. We need those who will… 

proclaim the Word,  

assist with serving,  

teach with clarity,  

challenge and exhort us to respond,  

support through giving,  

lead with diligence,  

cheerfully care for the hurting and needy.  

 

How has God gifted you to serve in the body?  

 

How to Discover Your Spiritual Gifts 
 

For many people, discovering how God has uniquely gifted them 

involves a process. The following steps are suggested to help you 

discover your God-given uniqueness.  

 

� Inventories: Spiritual gift inventories are a series of questions 

that help you process how God has uniquely wired you. While 

they are by no means self-sufficient or definitive, they can be 

helpful.   

 

� Pray: Ask God to show you and others in the body of Christ 

what your spiritual gifts are.  

 

� Get involved in ministry: Even if you don’t know what your 

specific gifts are, begin serving in a ministry that you feel you 

can contribute to. Every ministry needs a variety of gifts 

(teachers, leaders, servers, etc.).
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 As you serve you will do so out 

of your God-given uniqueness and create an opportunity for 

yourself and others to recognize your gifting.  

 

� Watch: Be on the alert for what makes you passionate, what 

energizes you, and where you seem to be specifically fruitful.  

 

� Seek and listen to godly council from others in the body who 

know you and can observe you. Ask them to pray with you about 

discerning your gifts.  

 

� Study the Scriptures that deal with spiritual gifts (1 Cor 7:7; 1 

Cor 12-14; Eph 4:8-13; 1Peter 4:10-11; Rom 12:1-8). 

 

*Remember the greatest ministry is love!
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